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THE  METHOD  AND  SCOPE  OF  COMPARATIVE  RELIGION 

Thk  title  of  this  Paper,  it  -ill  1»  „h«„ed.  h„  been  .lightl, 
Jte«d  .,„ce  .t  w„  .ubmitteH  to  the  Executive  Comniittee  h 
^.original  fonn  it  .nd:  -n..  Relation  of  Co.p.r.tivel^iigi,„ 

JvTh^L  fu,"""""  °'  *"P'"  '■'^""8  "'"■■"  "-e  province 
of  the  Hlrtory  of  Hehgion^  it  wa.  „ece»ary  to  choo«  a  theme  tluit 
-ould  no  «„  to  ™„fiiet  with  that  «ll!»i.bli.hed  practi^wtn 
however  ,t  wa.  found  that  a  g™.t  many  «ce«ory  p«^„  were  Z^. 
Me  on  the  pr«ent  ocea.i„„,  the  Committee  decidTtTinauKura"  an 

1.^2.  !     u  """^'^  '*^'"'''''  .ub,titution  of  title,.     If  the  o^ 

elected  pnor  to  the  formal  cation  of  Section  IX  we«  „tai„^  Z 

^li^!  S.^™-  -y  '^■•on  might  «em  to  Ir^ly  that  CmparTtte 
Kelson  wa.  nothing  m„„  than  a  bmnch  of  th.  .ii.tory  of  Rd^„„. 

fo^^Z^  ""T  "rPP"''™"'"'  ■'  "  •«"■»  ""^""T.  there- 
Iw  toT^""'"'w  *■"  P"™*"*  "f  "■y^I'ject.^rc^nt^.t 
about  to  be  drawn  between  the  method  and  Kope  of  two  related 
a.«.phne.  will  probably  be  the  bert  mean,  of  revealing  their  ..T^ 
«nd  fundamental  differences.  *  ""ffltud 

thefirst  t.me  at  one  of  the,e  '.temational  Congresses.  The  ini^tion 
of  th,s  d,«:us.i„n  and  the  frank  r«og„ition  ^Tits  import^^^ 
notable  s.gns  of  the  «..,«.    Tie  .tep  we  are  tdcing  i.'^n  no^se^::: 
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*  Method  and  Scnpt  of  the  Halory  of  ReUgiom 

prniulun.     A  difflcull  piobleni  hu  Imn  confrontinn  •tudei.U  of 
religion  for  ■  roMidcnbU  period,  uhI  the  eiiib«m»nwnt  of  Uw 
■itu.tion  hu  been  .teulily  growing.     If  «  .hall  And  ounelve.  «ble 
to  r«Kh  vid  regi.t«r  *  verdict,  or  if  our  prewnt  diKUuion  .hould 
•uccMd  only  in  nuking  more  clear  the  principle!  that  underlie  a 
widely  prevalent  divenity  of  opinion,  w.  .hall  a»i>t  in  removing  an 
iaiue  by  which  many  are  .till  p«rplcxe,l,  and  in  lending  impetui  to 
a  line  of  inquiry  that  drnirf.  and  dcwrvee  our  help.    To  me,  it 
in  a  Murce  of  unbounded  wti.factiim  that  room  hai  been  made  in 
«ir  progmmme,  thi.  year,  for  Kveral  paper,  that  deal  eipreiily  with 
Comparative  Religion.     One  re«l.r  ■  ha.    choeen  for   hi.   .ubject 
A  Science  of  Comparative  Religion',  and  I  know  in  advance  that 
he  11  going  to  bring  ui  an  afflrmative  aniwer  to  that  query.     It  haa 
long  been  one  of  my  dream,  that  I  might  yet  ue  thi.  va.t  and 
expanding  department  of  investigation  accorded  that  place   and 
prominence  to  which  it  i.  entitled.     The  action  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  thi.  Congren— their  courageou.  new  departure,  refer- 
ence  to  which  ha.  already  been  made-cannot  fail    to   contribute 
materially  toward.,  the  realiration  of  thi.  hope.     Further  .ubdivUion 
of  the  work  undertaken  by  the«  quadrennial  conference,  will  oventu- 
aUy  follow,  with  result,  of  the  very  fir.t  importance  for  the  pro«cution 
of  our  .tudiei. 

I.  The  Method,  and  Scope  of  the  Sciena  qf  IUligion.-ll  u 
dMirable  that,  for  a  moment,  we  .hould  make  a  retrospective  glance. 
Let  u<  recall,  a.  a  preliminary  .tep,  the  method,  and  Kope  of  the 
Science  of  Religion.  It  i.  ewential  that  one  or  two  of  the  con- 
sidention.  which  >uch  a  .urvey  luggetta  .hould  be  clearly  borne 
in  mind. 

By  'The  Science  of  Religion'  we  mean  that  increaaing  group  of 
.tudies,  diver«  yet  clo«ly  interrelated,  by  which  man  i.  seeking  to 
unravel  the  mystery  of  his  religious  acU  and  aspiration..  In  particular, 
the  Science  of  Religion  is  the  product  of  the  deliberete  investigation 
of  the  facts  of  religion-and  of  all  the  facts,  whatever  their  relative 
age,  number,  or  consequence— when  these  daU  are  dealt  with  in 
accordance  with  some  clearly  defined  scientific  method. 

These  methods  have  variui  very  greaUy,  and  naturaUy  they  have 
been  applied  with  varying  degrees  of  proficiency. 

1.  The  Historic  Method.-The  special  type  of  inquiry  which  is  at 
present  most  widely  in  use-the  oldest  if  reckoned  from  the  date  of 
Its  mlroduction,  and  more  fruitful  than  any  other  if  measured  by  the 
*  Mr.  I.  Abrahams,  of  Cambridge. 
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Iwrvwt  it  h*.  w„n-i.  kno»n  u  the  hi.loric  mrthod.  Thii  mod.  of 
im«tiK>tioii  Uk«  Krupuloii,  .rcount  of  the  o^'«(iw  tuU  of  religion 
»«i.  of  Kligiou,  ritu«l,  tht.  .uUtmnc  of  oral  or  writtm  belitfi, 
r«t.  coni»rt«l  with  «mi  piKns  f«t.  Moci.l«i  with  wrtd 
pii»n»-th«e  and  a  Rttat  ho.t  of  kindred  it.™  of  information  fall 
to  bo  amimuUtwl,  anil  then  comi^tenlly  oxaminwl.  MoreoYW,  every 
.wh  fact-be  it  trivial  or  important,  crude  or  profoundly  •iiggMtive, 
a  mere  memory  that  i.  re.all«I  to-day  by  tome  perii.tenl  .urvival. 
or  a  .ignificant  contemporary  art  that  evoke,  invariable  reverence- 
/•i«y  wh  fact  i>  iollccte.1,  duly  record^  and  .upported  by  <uch 
proof,  aa  ftimith  it  with  iti  noceuary  credential!. 

*.  'n>eJ'"J'<'hologicalMethod.-Anolherproce.iofdealiag  with  the 
fact,  of  rehgion-onc  of  the  latcrt  to  be  introduced,  but  already  very 
«xl«n.ivcly  employed -may  be  denominated  the  intro.pective  or 
p.ychological  method.  Here  the  factor  of  man'.  i„nir  aptrienc,., 
whether  .uch  experience,  be  tho«  of  the  inve.tig.itor  himwlf  or  of 
other  being,  like  him»lf,  i.  gi,e„  the  place  of  primary  imporUnce. 
in  harmony  with  the  demand,  of  thii  particular  method,  the  inquirer 

r     ^A'""'  "  ""  ''"'^""ining  fact,  of  religion  by  laying  bare 
their  hidden  piychological  bawl. 

3.  The  Comparative  Method.-A  third  mode  of  rewareh,  and  one 
which  .tudent,  of  the  Science  of  Religion  ever  inrrca,ingly  employ 
I.  the  critical  or  comparative  method.  In  thi>  in.tance-the  bet. 
of  religion,  alike  objective  and  .ubjective,  having  U-en  accumuUted 
in  a  fairly  utlifactory  meanire-the  inve.tigator  proceed,  to  deter- 
mine their  r<o/ agreement,  and  difference  their  points  of  demon.trabl« 
interdependence  or  of  equally  d-mon.trable  originality,  the  .tandanb 
of  relative  excellence  aimed  at,  the  goal,  either  mlMcd  or  attained, 
Ac,  Ac.  It  will  be  wen  that  thi.  line  of  inquiry  comes  neceaiarily 
late  in  the  history  of  the  Science  of  Religion.  It  presuppose,  the 
application  of  certain  preliminary  methods.  While  it  reserves  it. 
right  to  review  in  any  given  cue  the  conclmions  reached  by  thoie 
who  furnish  it  with  its  immensely  varied  materials,  it  depend, 
admittedly  upon  auxiliary  helpen  for  it.  da«.  The*  data  it 
gratefully  accept,  and  utilize,  in  accoidance  with  its  own  definite 
purpose..' 

.„-h!!l.'"'  ■*  J"«''"«°°J  ••»'.  i»  ">««  sketchM  of  three  Importut  «HenU«c 
rr^fJltr      .     J^  "*  ""^rttood,  mo™,v.r,  that  vimou.  other  method.. 

te  ™.rfM  .!  /  ^    .    .   have  m«le  ™  pa,po«!l,  «p„„„utl™,  .nd  ma, 
Oe  legarded  u  fur  illustisUoDi  of  all  the  others. 
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bearing  such  names  as  The  Hwtani  of  ReUai^  Tk.  d  '^™""  • 

Unfl  r«en%,  these  various  methods  of  research  have  very  often 
b™  p^ued  s-multaneou,.,.  They  have  been  employed,  inTa^^^ 
f^r^  ^^  ,  •  ""^  ■nvestigator,.  The  scholar  who  coUwted 
^J^J  'd.g.on  pr««ded,  a.  he  had  opportunity,  to  »mS« 
those  &rts  one  wjth  another,  to  determine  (!«  well^L  he  S 
their  material  and  psychological  oriein.  to  not.  tk  -  "'""""J 
likeness  and  unliken^f  fe,  Tc      fiT^ch  »„  ,  '"'°''   "^ 

task  has  not  usuaUy  been^^hievrf  lift  ,„       ^  ^  '"^'"« 

rod"'%™"^^-^ ''"'  the'^irjosZrr^p'c^- 

mode    of   procedure    has    become    respo^ible    for    concST^ 

As  a  consequence,  the  various  'departments'  of  the  Science  of 
iWlgion  have  tended,  more  and  more,  to  drift  asunde,  ^h  hi. 
become    ambitious    to    pursue    uninterruptedly  its   oL  ,T 

^cordance   with    its    ow'n    particular  ^^  Z  Z  .^Z  Z 
guidance  of  trained  workers  who  would  be  hTa^itL  T  ^      . 
to  it  their  undivided  effort.  "  ~  ■•■  »  position  to  devote 

II.    7V1«  Arfaton   qf  Comparative  BeligiM   to   the  Hietorv  nf 

^T"  '  "^  "'"'"'"''  ""'•  -"--^'  late^^thltktiof 
of  the  vaiious  -departments'  of  the  Science  of  lL,ligi„n_tt^ 
reUtion  not  only  to  the  central  corpus  of  this  stu^yT^t  ^e^ 
«Iat.„n  to  one  another-would  have  to  be  d^T  lie 
question  we  have  to  consider  tonlay  is  the  T^ti«T!T^'      7 

1.  m  theory  of  subordination.-The  older  view-and,  thus  far 
the  piedominant  view-decla«s  Comparative  Religion  to  Le  pLl' 
subordinate  to  the  History  of  Religions.  For  it  ifaUeL,  and  it  U 
quite  correcUy  alleged,    that  nearly  aU   the   materiid^rthlh 

Keligions.     All  Its  prominent  representative,  are  obtained  fVom  the 
same   soun..      ,„   a  word:    it   is   said  that  Comp»^t"™  ^^ 
would  never  have  been  hearf  of,  if  it  had  not  beenfor  fh^r^ 
department  of  inquiry  from  which  now  it  aspire!  X  Jpj^ti     " 
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8.  The  theory  of  eqoality.-The  second  «.hool  of  opinion  i, 
oomwuted  by  tho.  who  hold  that  Con,pa«tive  Rehgio'n  Zl 
upon  a  pUtfonn  of  perfect  equality  with  it,  older  afd  .tro„«r 
coUeague^  It  „a,„tain,  that  the  History  of  Heligions-although 
^W-red  finrt  m  the  order  of  time,  and  although  L  fund«„enUl 
ch^acter  of  .ts  work  murt  always  ensu«  its  outstanding  p„. 
n.inen«^has  no  warrant,  on  these  grounds  merely,  to  cl  *m  an 
unquestioned  pre-eminence.  Priority  of  advent  and  control  does 
not  suffice  to  create  a  lawful  monopoly.      In   other  words:    it  is 

'r  ",:f  ffi^'  '%"„°'^  .""'"t^'  ""^  ^""^  «-«ve  function 
of  the  History  of  Hehgions,  h.therto  interpreted  in  a  decidedly 
generous  way,  must  now  be  made  subjects  for  review. 

By  those  who  accept  the  former  of  these  theories,  Conmarative 

Indeed,  Uns  habit  of  invariably  attaching  ComparafVe  Relig^rt„ 
rint         !    '    u  ."r  "f^  »  «5°«1  '•«J  to  do  with  ™isSg  the 

hL  ti  t  '7°'°""'"'  *'»'  "  "="«''able  diversity  of  sentiment 
has  been  found  to  preva>l-I  hope  I  may  say,  without  offence, 
a  lud  crous  diversity  of  sentiment-touching  the  way  in  which  tWs 
tr^uW«ome  adjunct  might  best  be  disposed  of     ^us,  in  vLlu 

fhe^hl  .'^'  °/p°r'""  ^"'""■'"'  "  0"«"^  Philosophy,  or 
the  Philosophy  of  Religion,  &.,  &c  In  theological  coUegi  H  h 
l^ually  dealt  with  to-day  under  the  head  of  A^logetic^^  pr^! 
cedure  which,  whde  capable  of  vindication  on  »rtaTn  p;,und^" 
open  to  «n„u,  objection.'  Comparative  Religion  is  sfill  ta7ght 
after  this  mamier  in  England,  in  Scotland,  in  Canada,  and  in 
numerous  college.  „f  the  United  SUtes.  In  the  Utter  country! 
however,  ^  we  sh^l  see  in  a  moment,  a  new  order  of  thinpTs 
being  mpidly  inWuced.  Separate  unive«ity  'departments'  for 
the  scientific  study  of  religion  are  being  created,  and  efficiently 
equipped  in  the  matter  of  professors,  instructors,  libraries,  seminar^ 

nslng      But  these  c„thu»i,»Uc  soul,  I  omit  f™„  our  present  suri^'  '* 

.Tll^SL  ^°°  "  '"■^^■'^  "f  ''^«.  -fcether  ChristUn 
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ct™^?*  »f  "'"•Patent  te«her,,  that  the  p«blen,.  peculiL  to 
Comp^bve  Hehg,o„  are  likely  ultimately  to  be  eludC-  and 
m  tJc.ng  the  forward  step  which  ha,  just  been  refa™!  to.  Ame^ca 
ha.  »t  an«ampk  which-in  ™ch  va-ying  way.  as  >nay  bf  TuZ 
to  U.e,r  need.-.,ther  «,untrie.  would  do  weU  to  imitate 

HappUy  a  movement  of  the  «m,e  «,rt,  though  more  limited  in  it, 
nuige,  ha.  alre«ly  begun  to  manifest  ibelf  in  Europe  The  m«ti™I 
d,fficul«e,  which  have  ari«n  in  connexion  with  ^ve.^  a  teCt 
foster  Comparative  Religion  in  association  with  some^otheTTuCt 
have  led  many  to  cone  Me  that  it  ought  in  fature  to  be  deveS 

that,  for  a  t,me,  Comparative  Religion  should  have  been  studfrf 
-  a  sort  of  by-product  of  the  Histo^  „f  Religions.  bJ  tLl 
relabondup-convenient,  happy,  and  even  essentia^ at  the  ouLt- 
£\  *"  "T^"^^'  ""'""««'•  «  "-"Id  «em  ttterlhat 
divorced.  Such  acbon,  moreover,  would  be  not  only  reasonable  bi 
^ely.      Comparative  Religion  has  begun  to  orga'Lize,  in  v^^ 

to  a  smdl  band  of  competent  and  devoted  workers.  Yt  has l^e 
.  beginnmg,  hkewise,  i„  the  direction  of  p^viding  for  H.  IZ^ 
a  distinctive  and  accredited  literature.  ^  "^™*' 

21^  oft:,™  '^T-,''  "  "•"'y  »"«'y  ™'»««™t'  to  th^ 
History   of   Religions,   while    everywhere    ««pted    a    quarter    of 

''r^l^^r  """""^^  -"t^"™-  ItVUmi^r^deTy 
recognized  that  these  two  department  of  the  Science  of  LT^T 
"lust  in  fiiture  be  dealt  with'^tely.  U  oriTrto  e^^ 
and  promote  the  growing  ch«,ge  of  opinion  which  is  rapidlyS 
place,  the  following  facts-^contemporaiy  in  their  characi^X^n™! 
the  less  im^rtant  on  that  account-are  entitied  to  be  ^e„  "1 
senous  consideration.  '""' 

Heliw!  'Z^'^\  P"P"^-8  °f  the  study  of  the  Histoiy  of 
Hellgio.,s.-When  student,  of  religion  fii^t  deliberately  set  to  work 
It  often  proved  eittremely  difficult  to  procure  the  data  of  whidi  thev 
were  ,n  que  .  No  books  on  the  subject  could  be  ^  ami  thi 
sc^ty  in  onnation  obtamable  wa,  fiag^entary  and  un^Uble  A 
the  outset,  the  conclusion,  which  these  pioZs  reached  w«L  com! 
'  Cp.  p.  1«. 
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municated  alin<»t  e«lu8ively  to  the  membership  of  learned  «)detie. 
By  and  by,  a  few  of  the  more  ambitiou.  leaders  ventured  formally 
to  publish  the  results  at  which  they  had  arrived.  Perhaps  it  was 
better  that  these  portly  and  unattractive  tomes  did  not  secure 
many  readers:  for  their  contents  were  incomplete,  inexact,  and  often 
positively  erroneous.  But  the  persistent  inquiry  went  on  More 
worthy  treatises  superseded  these  earlier  ones,'  imperfect  i«!oid., 
were  in  course  of  time  revised  and  amplified,  and  errors  were 
gradually  eliminated.  Thus  the  world  has  come  into  possesiion 
of  Its  numerous  standard  Histories  of  religions,  in  which  each  Faith 
is  enpoundod  by  various  competent  interpreters,  and  in  harmony 
with  the  requirements  of  the  highest  type  of  scholarship.  It  was 
in  this  way  that,  after  more  than  half  a  century  of  toil,  we  have 
^ned  our  best  current  expositions  of  Brahmanism,  Buddhism, 
Confucianism,  Mohammedanism,  &c.,  &c. 

But,  within  the  last  few  years,  the  study  of  religion  has  entered 
upon  an  entirely  new  phase:  for  the  printing  press  has  been  so 
used  as  to  awaken  a  distinctly  popular  interest  in  the  subject.  One 
can  purehase  now  m  England  an  authoritative  account  of  any  of 
the  religions  of  the  world  for  the  trifling  expenditure  of  a  shilling  ' ' 
Moreover,  such  books  are  found  to  meet  with  a  prompt  and  steady 
sate.  The  same  experiment  is  being  made,  and  with  similar  energy, 
in  Germany.^  What  has  been  the  result  ?  As  the  outcome  of  this 
new  campaign  on  the  part  of  the  press-and  of  other  organizations 
a^so,  as  I  shall  show  in  a  moment-the  leading  facts  concerning 
aU  the  great  religions  have  now  been  sca":ered  broadcast.  The 
daily  newspapers,  as  weU  as  the  monthly  magazines  and  reviews, 
are  lending  additional  impetus  to  the  movement.  And,  as  is  most 
natu-al,  everybody  is  now  busily  comparing  these  facts !  Persons 
who  are  wholly  unburdened  by  the  discipline  and  enlightenment 
of  coUectlng  the  material  in  question,  who  possess  no  special  qualifi- 
cation  for  sifting  it,  who-in  some  cases  at  least— have  utterly  failed 
to  understand  it,  are  much  the  most  conspicuous  students  of  Com- 
parative Heligion  at  this  hour ! 

But  agencies  additional  to  the  press  have  been  busy  in  the  work 
of  rapidly  popularizing  the  leading  facts  of  religion.     A  pertinent 

r/JJ^J^°i'^°'"f'''-^'^'°?^""'"'"'^^'''*"-    «"'°l»-    London,  190S-  . 
L/«projr«,.l  Or,  .t  .  very  moderate  cost,  within  the  compias  of  .  single  voliime 

The  best  lUiutration  may  bt  found,  perhaps,  in  the  immense  cireuUtion 
secni^J  by  certain  volumes  of  the  «,rie,  kno.-n  aa  Ligiomg^kSuS^FM^ 
now  in  conrae  of  pubUcatlon  at  Tubingen.  "~»""™ra>»CM  rMlMuclur, 
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Mtuicaux,  lectures,  J&c. — was  one  of  the  aDPcial  r«ifii».  -.* 
0>e,«e„t  Orient  Exhibition  in  I^ndon.-  It  i^^ufte t^^h^t 
ftrfe-or  H«Uo„  of  Ca»,bridg.,  „d   other  re.pon.ible  ^^ 

of  .„i     BurTr'  '"  ^"'""'«'  -"•■  »  ^"'"^"g  ^^ 

eZk  it  hi  r^^  ■•"]  "'■™»t*k-''le-h«  been  the  «rim.. 

™  o^thT"  ^  "^r"  "^  Co^I-^tive  Religion.    Tie 

CTn     *        TJT  "T  **""  «™"'y  ">i«onrtrued.  L  method 

Or  let  u.  take,  a.  an  illustration  of  the  Mme  general  neriL  the 
-«n  format  on  in  !.„„„„  „f  ^he  Buddhirt  £iet7  o7g,^ 
.^l^dv''::!„  ^'';:l-  "^r"--'--  -.titute.  a  Lnch,  »d 
BnddhiLT^  ^^°"  ■"  '"■P"'^*  B""'^'^  »f  "«  International 
Bnddh  rt  Socety.     Few  will  challenge  the  right  of  thi.  g™„p  „f 

of  B„rfil        .    .1     ..  '""^  ""  """  expounding  The  Mem^ 

but  r  ^  •"""  '*"■'•  *••'?  ''«'"'<'  ™t  ""'y  l»  Pennitted 
that,  "rjT^  *°  'T^;  ^8^"'  •«— •  "  -•>  •»  ^-ark^ 
V^rld  P^,f '  ""''  "!  "  '■"''^n  and  unexpected  influence,  two 
World  Faith,  are  now  being  deliberately  contra.ted.  Thu.  the 
2Tn.r„'°  r*u'  """P^""'  of  differing  religion,  syrten.^  with- 
out en.unng  at  the  .ame  time  that  .uch  comparison,  .hall  bL  vdid 
Z.  *"'^^°«'  "  '^"8  «>ntinu„u.ly  fo.teml.     I,  it  any  wonder 

c^™T    *.>™"'"'"'°™'^  *"  "■'  '""^  »f  »  "-y  ™»»pw°g 

c  rcum.tance.  the  con.pariK,n  of  man',  beliefe  i.  now  actually  taking 
pWe  evey  day?  The  exponent,  of  Compamtivc  Keligion  .eem 
™dde„ly  to  have  .prung  up  everywhere !  vTle..  than^len  ye.^ 
^  nerther  the  name  of  thi,  «ience,  nor  the  practice  of  it,  was 
more  than  very  occasionally  mentioned,  and  then  only  in  Lies 
that  were  exclusively  academic. 

In  view  of  the  deliberate  effort  which  is  now  being  made  to 
popuUr,^  the  »tudy  of  :^ligio„-an  effort  which,  even  ^y.  h^ 
parted  very  d,».trou.ly  upon  the  interest,  of  Comparative  Helicon- 

'  Held  during  limit  and  July,  1908. 
monZl^;^.^'  ^'  °"'''"  °'^"  "<  '^  ^^-  -^  '"Hi"  publiction  .few 
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I  appMl  to  thi.  Congrew  to  come  to  the  aairtance  of  those  who  ate 
•wkiiig  to  put  Ihi.  new  rtudy  under  the  .upervision  of  competent 
^d  re,p„n«blc  pem>„,.  Thi,  i,  no  paltry  plea  for  the  «eognition 
of  threatened  and  .nvaded  ri^t,,  or  for  the  bertowment  ofhonour 
upon  worker,  who  have  hitherto  been  ignored  or  overlooked.  Mv 
appeal  i.  h«d  upon  cou.ideration8  of  an  entirely  different  character 
It  ..not  the  verted  interert,  of  Comparative  Religion,  but  the  .bu«, 
which  are  at  pre*„t  endangering  the  progre™  of  all  branch™  of  the 
&.ence  of  Rel,g,„„,  that  I  have  e.peciaUy  in  view.  Student,  of  the 
Hlitory  of  Heligron.  may  be  counted  upon,  I  am  .,u*,  to  lend 
a«l8tance  m  re«.uing  Comparative  Heligion  from  the  ilU  that  now 
«r.0UBly  mena<»  it.  The  abu«.  in  question  have  become  perilously 
f™L  u  "•"•"»'>'■*.  a  "=n.edy  i.  to  be  found,  it  must  hi 
fomd  quickly:  and  .t  can  be  applied  effectively  only  by  emphasizing 
and  emphasmng  sharply,  the  difference,  which  ,ep«ate  two  greft 
department,  ofadvancing  modem  inquiry. 

fl,*;  ?'"**.'"P°.'^  iMirtence  upon  .pecialization.-It  i.  often  Mid 
ttat  Uje  hLtonan  of  religion  i.  the  man  be.,  equipped  for  dealing 
^^J\^  °^  Comparative  Religion,   »eing   that   he  h« 

ZT^^  "^  ^  "'"^  '"^  ''  ""^  '^"IC^"^'-  But  this  .tatement 
err.  greatly  by  way  of  exaggeration.  The  hirtorian  of  rdigion  has 
notyet  «,;umuUted  all  the  data  which  it  i.  hi.  bounden  duty  to 

'Zr^'\  ""57^'  ','  '"°"'  ■■'  *'"  ""^y  P»rti«lly  a»imilated  the 
material  which  he  already  ponemss. 

Many  who  are  lirtening  to  me  to-day  are  aware  that,  on  the 
^r  :  °' *•","«•;,  St-'  here  in  Orford,  in  one  of  the  rtro^ 
room  of  Queen-.  College,  there  rert.  a  pile  of  boxe.  containi^ 
mMceUaneon,  papyrus  document..  These  writings  obtained  frori 
tho«  a^rent  depo.,tone.  in  which  the  £,^.  of  Je.u.  were  recently 
drscovered,  remain  rtlU  unopened  :  for  IWc^r  Grenfell  is  reluctant 
to  Uke  the  t.me  needed  for  their  examination,  «.  eager  i.  he  to 
^ther  up  the  remainder  of  those  priceless  scripts  which  rtiU  Ue 
buned  m  the  sand,  of  Northern  Africa.  The  University  of 
Pennsylvania  hkewrse,  as  the  result  of  a  series  of  expedition,  to  the 
tL.T!;l°""'  ^^  !  «^'  unexplored  Babylonian  Library, 
ti^^f^      '",  '\''"r^'-  ■"«"y  thousand.,  and  it  will  occZ 

them.  I  «lect  only  thee  two  instance,  out  of  m«ry.  One  may 
well  sympath.^  wrth  the  «holars  who  have  to  attack  this  hu^ 
mass  of  wntmgs  „f  all  «,rt.,-drafted  upon  papyru.,  parchment 
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wood  and  stone.  And  the  pile,  huge  m  it  is  already,  is  constantly 
growing  in  bulk.  Far  from  having  fairly  accomplished  his  task, 
the  material  which  still  awaits  the  historian  of  religion  is  multiplying 
much  more  rapidly  than  it  is  being  disposed  of.  Instead,  therefore, 
of  wishing  to  engage  in  supererogatory  inquiries,  such  workers  are 
looking  about  them  for  the  assistance  necessary  to  lighten  their 
quite  overwhelming  Ubours.  With  the  aid  of  the  limited  sUff 
at  present  in  the  field,  it  is  quite  certain  that  tlieir  undertaking 
will  never  be  completed :  for  the  goal  lies  much  further  distant 
to-day  than  it  did  five  years  ago ! 

Accordingly,  it  is  the  proposal  and  the  ambition  of  students  of 
Comparative  Religion  to  help  to  remove  this  difficulty.  That  they 
do  not  personally  collect  the  facts  of  religion  does  not  prevent 
their  making  a  legitimate  and  competent  use  of  them.  Th.  ■  offer 
their  services  at  the  present  juncture,  animated  by  no  wish  to 
supplant  the  History  of  Religions,  but  moved  by  a  desire  to  relieve 
it  of  part  of  its  burden.  It  seems  to  them  a  mistake  and  an 
injustice  that  the  historian  of  religion  should  be  constantly  per- 
plexed, and  sometimes  ovrwhelmed,  by  his  attempt  to  carry  a  quite 
impossible  load.  But  a  second  consideration,  not  less  important, 
has  prompted  the  present  attitude  of  students  of  Comparative 
Religion.  It  is  this ;  the  historian  in  this  field,  even  were  he  able 
to  keep  abreast  of  the  work  belonging  to  his  own  proper  domain, 
furnishes  no  guarantee  that  Comparative  Religion  shall  receive  at 
his  hands  that  exactitude  of  treatment  which  it  requires  and 
demands.  That  the  task  will  be  performed  hurriedly  and  inade- 
quately needs  no  demonstration  :  iu  the  cireumstances,  no  other 
result  is  possible.  But  will  the  investigation  be  conducted  aright, 
even  so  far  <m  it  goes  ?  In  the  majority  of  t  ses,  a  negative  answer 
is  inevitable.  The  valid  comparison  of  the  Faiths  of  mankind— 
not  made  by  concentrating  attention  upon  their  superficial  features 
of  likeness  or  unlikeness,  but  executed  in  a  far  deeper  and  more 
penetrative  way— is  a  task  which  not  every  scholar  is  competent  to 
perform.  Comparison,  in  so  far  as  the  historian  is  concerned, 
is  a  passing  incident,  a  detail,  a  side  issue.  With  the  student 
of  Comparative  Religion,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  his  one  and 
supreme  business.  It  happens  to  be,  moreover,  an  undertaking  of 
extreme  difliculty  and  subtlety,  calling  for  skilled  and  careful  treat- 
ment. The  facts  which  the  historian  supplies  require  in  due 
course  to  be  interpreted,  and  they  must  be  interpreted  by  o,,e  who 
thoroughly  understands  them.  Such  a  teacher  will  be  able  to  say 
with   confidence   what   these   facts  mean— not  what   they  prabaih/ 
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■roan,  but  what  they  uiiqiuMonatlg  mean,  when  one  rcadi  unerringly 
their  actual  and  authentic  rignificanct.  It  ii  quite  unnecenary 
to  labour  the  point  that,  if  .  ^holar  aipire.  to  be  accounted  an 
authority  in  any  department  of  knowledge,  he  must  be  willing 
to  devote  the  major  part  of  his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  me 
tubjat  onh/  No  real  advance  is  possible  in  any  science  to-day 
without  specialization.  It  is  safe  to  go  further  and  affirm  that  no 
accurate  acquaintance  with  any  branch  of  science  is  possible  without 
at  least  some  measure  of  speciidization. 

Hence,  it  is  now  beginning  to  be  recognised  that  the  equip, 
ment  of  a  leader  in  Comparative  Religion  needs  to  be  materiaUy 
digerent  from  that  demanded  of  an  expert  in  the  History  of 
Heligions.  Both  workers  mutt  possess  indeed  such  endowments 
as  comprehensive  knowledge,  catholicity  of  temper,  exhaustlcss 
patience,  and  dauntless  courage ;  but  the  latter  must,  in  addition, 
oe  conspicuously  proficient  in  the  use  of  the  comparative  method. 
It  IS  felt,  therefore,  to-day— and  to  an  ever  incisasing  degree— that 
Comparative  Religion  must  no  longer  be  given  over  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  well-meaning  but  often  very  poorly  qualified  exponents. 
It  must  be  delivered  from  the  reproach  which  rested  for  a  time  so 
heavily  upon  the  History  of  Religions  itself,  viz.  the  mischievous 
intermeddling  of  the  dilettante  scholar.  The  competency  and  ease 
with  which  the  genuine  expert  in  such  work  confronts  and 
accomplishes  bis  task  is  very  different  from  the  uncertain  advances 
and  withdrawals  of  those  to  whom  such  investigations  are  admittedly 
unfamiliar.  A  certain  dexterity  is  essential ;  and  it  can  be  acquired, 
like  skiU  of  other  kinds,  only  by  carefij  training  under  capable 
masters.  It  is  for  such  interpreters  that  the  science  of  Comparative 
Religion  is  now  diligently  searching.  In  the  hands  of  scholars  thus 
fitted  for  their  work,  it  will  soon  became  a  highly  specialized 
branch  of  human  knowledge;  it  will  easily  demonstrate  its  right 
to  occupy  a  distinct  field  of  its  own ;  and  (not  least)  it  will  indicate 
clearly  the  boundaries  which  separate  it  from  those  other  sciences 
with  which  it  is  now  frequenUy  but  short-sightedly  confounded. 

IV.  Some  urgml  desiderata,  in  view  of  the  new  claims  advanced 
by  Comparative  Religion.— The  time  has  MIy  come  when  definitely 
constructive  work  ought  to  be  undertaken  in  the  interest  of 
Comparative  Religion.  Many  lines  of  advance  are  already  open 
and  inviting,  but  two  at  least  must  be  emphasized  in  the  present 
connexion. 

1.  An  adequate  and  uniform  definition  of  Comparative  Religion.— 
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A  more  e«ct  mnnoUtion  must  be  attached,  uid  without  farther 
p-tponemeot,  to  the  ™me  of  thU  new  «ie„„.  If  offlci.1  H«,W 
So?  J  P."*"* '*'.»8  ""d  in  the  mort  vague  «,d  «„fl..i„g  S^. 
Not  on  y  ,l„e.  the  ,„e«ct  .tudent  employ  the  title  in  .  1.  J. 
teruticdlj,  careleM  n,«ner,  but-i„  the  ab«nce  of  .  deliber^ 
4«^nn„n.t,on  betwe«,  «,„tiguou,  .phe«.  of  inquiry-even  repuUbU 
«hol™  .re  .l™„rt  equally  blameable  in  thi.  particular.  No  «n^ 
^ment  ha.  yet  been  reached  touching  the  limit,  r^^y 
of  the  H,.t„o;  of  Religion,  and  Compa«tive  Religion.  Acco'l^gJ 
«me  authonfe.  of  the  (ir.t  rank  frequently  u«  the  two  dcignatL; 
«  .  they  were  .ynonymou.:'  other  authorities  of  equal  ^ing 
«rt  the  two  d,«,plme.  apart,  but  fail  to  .«ign  to  e«.h  of  the^ 
pr«.«ly  the  same  eonsftuent,.  A  brief  definition  of  Comparative 
Hehgion,  accepted  «,d  adhered  to  by  all  re,pon.ible  teacherCwould 
render  .mmen«  «mce  loward,  differen.ating  these  two  department. 

Hi^L'''f'n  r""""*  ™P'°5™™t  "f  "-e  title  "ITie  Compamtive 
tttory  of  Religion, '  show,  that  the  domain  of  the  Hiin^  of 
Religion,  has  already  been  overstepped.     A  new  study  hu  arisen 

r/£f ',^;JI'  ««»<l^-flmo,  Eneyolo/Hdia,  vol.  1,  p.  jm     New  Yorlt  igm 

ISS^nl '"^"^  tT"^'^''  B«"«i™«  con,p«.u,'  •Stotia  cooXrt.  ddte 
«%oni  -Verglcchende  Rellgio„,geKhlchte,-  '  Re%io„sv.,gleiche.>'^;SLw 
vergWchung,-  Sc^  IT,.  l„,e,p„uil„„  of  liese  titta  m„st^w,y.  be  gXn^ 
bjr  ■  knowWge  of  He  worker  who  chance,  to  employ  them  !  ProfU^VswXm 

h^t^^'^'^T'?*''-  S'«'lcholm,1908).  Co„„tGobletd'Al™ll/recom^3. 

clr^nimsunce  th...  in  ^e  ,e„  of  1  L"ng  rtJlJ^gL't'^S'^^TT^'SI^Td'' 

S!llS™  \  n  i  5\  »«omp,nying  this  endowment  re«I»:    •CompMtive 

Religion  shril  be  Uken  to  me.„  the  mode,  of  cuMtion,  rites.  obseiCSTand 
rth  concept,  invoked  In  the  higher  historical  religion,  a,  distShrf  fhZ 
^«n«r  ""'f  "■'  •"<!  fcl^bLsm.  of  the  lower  racS  of  manS/^t^'S" 
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for  which  it  i.  n««Mry  to  invent  mid  «iopt  .  new  nwne.  That 
jaence  which  h«  to  do  e«.!u.i,ely  with  the  .killed  .ppliction  of 
Im  """PJ"  '™.'"'"^  "•  tl"'  verified  feu  of  ^ligion  i.  .u„l, 
old  enough  Jre«iy,  «,d  definite  enongh  in  iU  purp„«,  to  be  ™.ted 
.  .pher.  of  ,t.  own  Ev«,  d,„„ld  the  ^cognitionTthi.  jSLn, 
be  wmewhat  further  portpon«l,  the  p™«nt  fiuidity  of  memnit 
rriLT'"^  with  the  n.„,e  .ron,p.„.tive  Religion'  i.^ 
the  hlghert  degree  unMti,&aory.  Thi.  b.bel  of  tonpie.  ought 
to  ««.     On  the  other  h«>d,  the  rtudy  of  the  Hi-to-^  jReli  A 

murt  be  .uthontallvely  weighed  and  co.np«ed.  In  .  worf  ■  the 
fetor  of  eon,pan„n.  hitherto  employed  in  a  somewhat  pn>mi«uou. 

r„ -T  1  "  "*  «»°»»t«J  to  the  hand,  of  competent  and 
'niitea  experts.  *^ 

«.  The  sytematie  training  of  men  who  a.pire  to  leademhip  in  thi. 
held.-rhe  «,ence  of  Comparative  Religion,  ju.t  becajie  it  k 
a  Kience,  mean,  a  good  deal  more  than  the  placing  of  the  Faith. 

Ir^JTl'"''  u^  '^^''  ""'  "■'"  f'f^'  "■■'  ha.  c„mp«ed  and 
»ntr«rted  them)  the  framing  of  a  formal  estimate  of  thdr  «.pec. 
t.ve  claim,  and  value..      Such    an    climate.  unle«  it  be   e^ 

?  K  r  '•  u"  ""'''^  '""^^^""-  "  •'«"JJ  be  attempted 
only  by  tho«  who  ^  manifctly  quaUfied  to  make  it:  for  all 
«.ent,fic  cnfcm  dem«,d,  wmething  from  tho«  who  venture  to 
empl^  ,1,  a.    well   a,   from   thoK  who   „«  a,ked   to  ««pt   and 

Such  endowment,  a.  quickne«  of  in.ight,  accuracy  of  pei«,pti™. 
Md  keenncM  m  one',  power,  of  di«rimin.tion  are  qualities  which 
Z^^  ,T  Jf"'  '"■"'"«  """^'  •"••*  '"  '-"P^rt-  I»  "•«  «•«"<« 
for  th,.  field  ..  pUmly  b«Ted.  Neverthele»  ,uch  talent.,  if  po.«<«ed, 
can  be  .mmensely  developed  under  judiciou.  mpervision  and  ^idance! 
Moreover,  confident  employment  of  the  comparative  meth^-how- 
ever  natural  and  congenial  such  work  may  ch«,ce  to  be-can  be 
«cured  only  through  e>cperience.  Experimental  attempt,  at  the 
companson  of  re hgion.  must  be  conducted  and  repeated  until  they 
^Ik  .  f° ,  ^^l*""'™''-  Only  by  the  way  of  successive 
m«takes  and  failure,  can  one  hope  to  reach  that  preeminence  fa,m 
wh,h  mistakes  and  failure,  have  successftiUy  been  eliminated. 
Ind^viduJ  aptitudes,  whether  constitutional  or  acquired,  wiU  then 
be  utilized  to  their  iWlest  capacity.     Moreover,  all  theintellectual 

nr  11  '•  r"  ™''"^  "^  ""■*  ""'^  ""'  b''  bought 

under  effective  control.      Nay,  yet  further:    the«  powers    will   be 
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found  to  be   oontinuJly    b«,^{    .uppl,n»nl«d    by    oth.,    „,„ul 
..  pport.,  Mid  in  iuch  .  niwincr  u  to  augment  imnwuurmbly  their 
eneigy  uid  worth.  ' 

The  i»oe«itj-  of  nuking  pro.Lion  for  the  expns.  timining  of  nmi 
who  deiire  to  devote  themielvet  to  the  promotion  of  Comp.imtive 
Hdigion  Imng.  under  view  .  timely  ud  extremely  importwt  •ubiect 
It  demand.  „ur  «riouf  attention.  I  propow  to  devote  to  it, 
«Mording!y,  the  remainder  of  thii  Paper. 

Of  the  vMiou.  expedient,  .lopted  thu.  far,  only  three  n«xl  b. 
mentioned  here. 

(1)  Special  Prof««,nihip,._Scme  have  thought  that  the  establidi- 
mentof  one  or  more  Prof«»onihip.  in  a  few  repre«nt.tive  univenitie, 
and  theological  Kminane.  ought  .ufficiently  to  meet  the  requirement. 
t  ^'  ™' ™T  ■»•  •'"-dy.  to  •  "'rt.in  extent,  been  carri«i 
S^i  rt  "'»•'«"  '■"""-'•l.  «"d  »iih  excell«it  re,ult.,  in 
Holland,  Fnuice.  England,  and  the  United  Stat...  1%,  objection 
however  1.  well  grounded  that,  in  almoit  every  in.tance,  the«  new 
Chair,  have  been  ««iig„ed  to  the  Hi.tory  of  Religion^  and  Com- 
parative Religion  in  con^quence  ha.  been  practically  overlooked. 
Honourable  exception^  happily,  may  be  cited.     A  Profe«or,hip  in 

^XT  ^^°"  ""  '™"^"*  '"  ""  Univer,ity  of  IVIanchiter 
in  IWM  :  It  wiU  alway.  enjoy  the  di.tinction  of  being  the  flnt-a.  it 
remain,  to  thi.  hour  the  only-Chair  of  it.  kind  in  the  Briti.h  Ue^ 
A  notable  beginning  ha.  al«>  been  made  in  Oxfoid.  In  addition  to 
the  proyiMon  for  thi.  .ubject  whi-  )■  had  afready  been  effected  by  the 
Univenity  in  thi.  city-candidate,  in  it.  Honour  School  of  Theoloar 
being  permitted  to  wlect  Comparative  Religion  a,  one  of  their 
optiona^'  .ubject.-a  new  Lecturediip  in  •  Natural  and  Comparative 

wJrtor  "  ■*""  '^"  ''""'"''^  "™'*''  ""  **"'*""«  "f  "  8=™«»" 
(*)  Separate  Univenity  Departmen«.-Another  expedient  adopted 
with  the  view  of  providing  competent  worker,  in  thi.  field  ha.  taken 
shape  in  the  creation,  in  wveral  foremost  universitieis  of  a  Kparate 
;  Department'.  Within  this  Department,  a  group  of  professor, 
judiciously  subdivide  amongrt  themselve.  the  leading  branches  of 
inquiry  proper  to  the  critical  rtudy  of  religion.  In  the  United 
htate^  this  procedure  ha.  been  initiated  in  quite  a  number  of 
instances.      Notable  examples   are    Columbia   University,   Harvard 

Jl'ii,f:JltJV'  *  "°''"'°'*>'  "^  •*•'  '»"■  Hon.  SecreUrie,  of  thi.  Cong™, 
are  Lecturers  on  Compoinlive  Religion.  Uie  one  (Prindpd  Cppenter)  .  veritable 

ctlier  (Dr.  FaraeU)  i,  to  delive,  his  In.„gnr.l  in  the  e.riy  p.rt^l909^ 
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Univtnity.  Bo.ton  Unlrwiitjf,  uid  thi-  Univetiity  of  Chica(5o.  It 
will  be  ob«rvcd  that  thii  new  move-iuggnted  no  doubt  by  the 
•plendid  work  being  accompliihed  on  behalf  of  the  Hbtory  of 
IUIi((ioni  by  the  EtoU  iUm  Hauta  £lmk,  in  I'Mig—U  lugely  an 
American  ejperiroent.  It  pnauppoece  a  itrang  unirenity  tUtT, 
and  ii  attended  with  coniidenble  expenditure.  It  i.  only  under 
exceptionally  favourable  ninditiou  that  thia  acheme  ia  likely  to  be 
imitated. 

(8)  A  Centrally-aituated  Training  Inatitution.-I  come  now  to 
•peak  of  an  eipe<lient  much  more  promiaing  than  the  eatabliahment 
of  either  local  Profeaaorahip^  or  local  Lecturaahipa,  or  even  the 
creation  of  aeparate  University  Department..  Initead  of  founding 
a  few  (more  or  leaa  iaoUted)  Chaira  in  a  number  of  aelected  univerai- 
tiea,  why  ahould  not  an  effort  be  made  to  eaUbliah-in  the  chief 
national  capitala— a  central  and  well^indowed  Inatitution,  in  which 
the  work  of  acientific  reaearch  in  religion  M  be  proaccuted  in 
a  broad  and  thoroughly  acholarly  manner  ?  A  corp.  of  apecialiata— 
f  "y  '«■"  "'  '"*""'.  devoting  themaelvei  (with  genuine  ardour  nnd 

V  without  dogmatic  rcatraint)  to  the  aolution  of  all  questiona  affecting 

in  any  way  the  development  of  the  world'a  religiona— could  then  give 
their  whole  time  and  thought  to  the  advancement  of  thia  aiiigle  line 
of  inquiry.  In  auch  an  Inatitution,  Comparative  Religion  would  not 
fail  to  receive  a  duly  proportionate  meaaure  of  attention.  Moreover, 
all  work  of  thia  character,  at  preaent  proaecuted  in  a  neceaaarily  inter- 
mittent and  caaual  aort  of  way,  would  quickly  become  ayatematiied, 
conaolidated,  and  rendered  more  than  doubly  productive. 

Such  a  central  Scliool  of  Religion  would  duplicate  no  college  now 
in  exiatence.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  occupy  towarda  exiating 
Profeaaorahipa,  Lectureahipa,  and  Departmenta  the  relation  which 
Comparative  Religion  properly  holda  to  the  Hiatoiy  of  Religiona: 
It  would  carry  contemporary  inveatigations  a  atep  further  forward. 
Nay-much  more  than  'a  atep '-it  would  carry  auch  inveatigationa 
a  long  atride  forward !  With  a  fullnce.  of  equipment  for  ita  special 
work  which  no  purely  local  Inatitution  could  ever  hope  to  rival,  with 
a  reference  library  and  museum  as  complete  as  money  could  make 
them,  it  would  be  indeed  a  College  of  Specialiata ;  and  it  would 
dlacharge  a  further  imporUnt  function  through  its  training  of 
additional  specialiata.  Attended  by  a  small  number  of  picked 
graduate  students— not  necessarily  or  mainly  theological  students, 
but  men  whose  alertness  and  openness  of  mind  had  singled  them  out 
for  this  distinction— the  School  would  devote  its  whole  strength  to 
the  furtherance  of  unfettered  reieaieh. 
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"  hul  on.  .ucii  iMtilution  could  \»  ert.blid»d  ud  thoiouahiT 
jquipM  it  .o„M  not  long  .Und  ,bn..     A  u^  «,^.^Z^ 

Why.Udd.nyon.  «,unt,y-An»ri«.  fo,  ^^n^U-uJT^ 
~po«lbl.  for  twmty  „,  thirty  inrtructor.  in  the  Hirtory  rf 
Rd-jpon..  ,nort  of  .Hon,  («ludri.  „d  „(Un  di«ou«g!37Th.fc 

DmuJ^  ^  *  "^  c.ur.g«„,.|y  .t,«,k  ji  ij,    j.J^ 

Wong,ng  to  the  .ntir.  «nge  „f  the  «.ld;  it  would  h.  in  .fert 
.Nation.^  Bur-u  of  lUligiou.  Infonnation;  «ul  it  would  pubSh 

fci»  Tb^,  """*  >ntellig«n„  conc«ni„g  the  p«g^  of  th. 
«c.«.»  o.  Religion-in  ,11  it.  brwche^  .nd  in  .Jl  uT-wouM 
b«  pron,ptly  r.p.t.«,.  ^  „  ^^^^^^  ^,  ^^^^ .  _^  .^  ^^^ 

^t  .k!  rt  ,  '"*"'  '^""''^''  ""^"""K  ■"«*""  in  ">i.  field. 
V*  the  I«k  of  «,y  co-operation,  wojld  rapidly  di-ppcr.  In 
P«t,cuUr  the  ,nt.r,eUt«l  "nep.,t™.nt,'  of  the  Science  of^igio" 
wo,Md  qu,clcly  b«„me  difre,enti.,ed.  thdr  «.p«:tivo  liniif  ^Z 
confidently  «nd  .hwply  defined.  ^ 

U^L*'r  ™*'    ''  "°*  ""  "*""••  *""""  «l°>i«l'l<'.  hopel..Jy 

th."lllTf  '^*  '!r  "'  ""  "^  "'«'  penn«ently  blocked 
the  .dy«.ce  of  .„y  reJIy  e»entij  proi«;t.  Over  ud  over  i«.in 
h.ve  .hnpo«ble-    bridge    be«,    built"  .nd  •in,po«ihle-  tuXu 

we»  hkely  to  prove  prefiuble  invertmenf.     Such  undertaking 

.chooU  for  the  rtudy  of  religion  h.ve  become  .  n,oden,  nec^y. 
It  ..  not  enough  th.t  f«ilitie.  for  the  tmining  of  rtud^  ' 

^.?!  k!  T^  „      "*•     ^'y  """'  •*  'ffertivelv  combined.     They 

«h„   I^  "»'l*'P''«d-  IT'ey  n.u.t  be  n>ade  «,  prominent  tharLny 

ltorJ,fe.work  w.U  be  .ttracted,  .nd  ultimately  enlisted  in   if 

A  rtudy  which  i.  r.pidly  efiecting  .  complete  revolution  in  the 
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gMiml  wUinat*  of  th*  Ethnic  religioni,  uid  of  th«lr  rvUtioiuhip 
not  !«•  to  Chrirtiuiity  thm  lo  one  umtimt,  tmj  well  .nngr  the 
inl«wt  uid  demuid  the  >Mi.tw„.  „f  «1|  .tudloui  «n1  ;«gi.hMirt«l 
mm.   Th.  publiotion  of  Dr.  Ha.ting.'.  Uteit  whicvetnent  in  tho  w.v 
of  ■  thoreughljr  modtm  Enoydopwdi. '  it  a  proof  that  th.  ndnnt 
of  .  n.w  .g.  i,  .bout  to  bo  nurked  by  .  (Uller  mt.gnition  of  our 
growing  r«pondbiliti.^     Thi.    lupRb   undert^ing,  the    product 
ofth.  combiiMd  Uboun  of  expert!  of  dl  nationjiti..,  >t«,d.  alone 
to^y  in  point  of  accuracy,  Ailtneu,  and  up.to^Ut«ne«  in  every 
pMticular.     There   i.   nothing   that   even   appnMchee   it,   in   thew 
ntftit,  in  any  modem  language.     In  Germany,  one  of  the  volume. 
ofa  mauive  work,  bearing  the  title  Die  KuUur  dtr  Gfgmwart,  ha. 
been  devoted  e»lu.ively  to  'The  Non-Chri.tian  Religion.":'  and 
•  itiU  Uter  but  more  compact  Encyclopaedia,  embracing  both  the 
Chn.tiaii    and    no.i-Chri.tian    Siith^   i.    now  in  coun«.  of  nipid 
preparation."     Other  initance.  might  be  cited;    indeed,  ther«  i. 
•«rce.^'  a  theological  dictionary  of  any  grade  publiihed  to-day  that 
doe.  not  prof...  to  cover  the  field  of  C^pamtive  Heiigion.     K-n 
•o  recently       five  yean  ago,  none  of  the  .tandaid  cyclopaediaf— 
though  running  from  ten  to  thirty  volunHs— found  .pwe  for  an 
•rticle   on  thi.  theme:    now  even  >uch  work.  a.  are   corapriwd 
within  a  .ingle  volume  are  deemed  incomplete  without  it!    But 
in  all  the.,  cue,,  while  the  element  of  compariMn  i.  by  no  mean. 
Ignored.'  the  treatment  i.  mainly  hi.torical.    The  writer,  are  hi^ 
toriam,  and  they  are  probably  wiw  in  rertricting  themMlve.  rigidly 
to  the  line,  of  their  own  .pecial  investigation..     Something  more  ia 
demand^,  however,  and  will  yet  be  «cured.  The  project  of  founding 
vwiou.  School,  of  Religion,  in  which  the  problem,  in  quation  can 
be  dedt  with  .yrtematicaUy  and  fully,  i.  not  a  dream  merely,  but 
•dre»m  that  wiU  one  day  become  a  vieible  and  wbetantial  reality. 
When  the  oecaiion  arrive^  neither  argument,  nor  advocate,  nor 
Bnandal  backing  wUl  be  wanting.    In  the  meantime,  it  i.  well  to 
bear  in  mind  thct  good  cauK.  are  won  for  the  moM  pert,  not  m»i«ly 
tKJOK  they  dewrvr.  to  win.  but  because  of  the  eamestneM,  eneicv, 
•nd  patience  of  Ihoi...  who  believe  in  them,  and  who  are  revived  to 
mxan  and  eniure  their  triumph. 


lOvoU.     Edinburgh,  19(W-    .     (/a 


I  W.  Ori,  ^oliKhn  /Itligionm.     Uipslc,  IKW. 

[Y.  ^^]^  "  ""'*"*"  ""^  O-W"-™".    4  or  S  vol..    TiiblngeD,  IMS-    . 

*  In  one  noUble  publk,iion  of  Ihe  current  ye.r.  the  fair  DromUc  of  thi  P„A^ 
I.  certainly  ,K<(ulfUI.d  in  UH:piige,th.ifbUow  I  «"  ?""■»<=  or  u»  Prefcc. 
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V     tW,«i„„._At  this  point   I   murt  stop.    No  attempt  hw 

™  i'"u  ^^^^"^  "."■  P"*"'  '"y*'''"8  ■"■"»  than  »™e 
memoranda  beanng  upon  its  distinctive  purpose  and  policy      The 

-Mi  nv""^  ^'"l"  ha,  restricted  our  survey  to  a  study  of  the 
relationship  which  subsist,  between  Compa-ative  Heli^„  and 
the  History  of  Religions.  Far  from  being  able  to  a^  with 
P«.fo«„r  Sanday  in  holding  that  the«>  two  branches  rfTnquiy 
«^  'substantially  the  same  thing',,  it  seem,  to  me  that  the  pro^ 
r^"V„»  rr.  of  Compa^Mve  Heligion  are  essentially  diffeLt 
f  'hose  of  that  earlier  discipline  from  which  it  has  sprang  The 
L  ■'!  I  '^rP"™''™  H^'iP""  t"  the  History  of  Religion,  may 
be  ™d,  broadly  sp«,king,  to  correspond  to  the  rehtion  of  the  New 
Testament  to  the  Old.  Both  of  these  venerable  writing,  belong  to 
the  same  body  of  document,,  and  therefore  they  are  rightly  bound 
up  together  in   a   single   volume.     Yet   mon.   striking  thL  their 

^TelTewtt'""'™"  ''  ^'^  "'''^""  "'"-^-^  '-"'^  'Jiff-"- 
Ihe  New  Testament  presupposes   the  Old,  but  at  the  same   time 

t  marks  an  immense  advance  beyond  it.     The  continuity  of  the 

two  Scriptures  i,  unmistakable;  but,  to  change  the  figure,  the  root 

mteryal  from  its  blossom  and  flower.  l%e  fruit  of  this  sowing 
remains  more  distant  still:  it  will  no  doubt  be  reaped  some  dav 
m  a  mature  and  comprehensive  Philosophy  of  Religion.  In  the 
meantime,  the  ordinary  processes  of  development  must  be  aUowrf 
to  dischm-ge    Seir  fiinctions.     The  method  of  the  historian  must. 

.'  Lt:i'h  h  ''*^L^'';""'"  °'""  ""^-"''"'^  -ponsibility 
IS  limited  by  hi,  method.  But-lying  outside  of  the  Wstorian', 
domain  and  employing  a  method  fitted  to  meet  an  entirely  different 
demand-there  stretches  that  field  in  which  Comparative"^  H^o„ 
■s  at  work,  and  in  which  it  i,  winning  it,  rew^.  The  fS^ 
previou,ly  c„llect«i  and  verified,  are  there  crit.cally  «,mpa^  tS 
their  various  relaionship,  are  indicated  and  e,tablished.  ^have 
attaine.1  sluU  and  confident  progress  in  such  an  unuertaking  i7to 
have    pa^    beyond    the    frontier    of  the   Hi,t„ry  oTSi 'ons 


'  Cp.  footnote,  p,  U. 
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